
Leanna Cole 
Lyman 

After Jackson was born, it 
was hard for me to go 
back to school. I had to 
leave public high school, 
but then Maine Families 
told me about the 
Passages Program and 
helped me sign up. 
My favorite parts about 
Passages is being able to 
work at my own pace and 
having a teacher and a 

friend who not only helps me through school, 
but helps me in everyday life. She is someone I 
can talk to and vent to, if needed. 

If I was to give any advice about the Passages 
Program, it 
 would be to  
keep your 
binder 
organized so 
you know 
where 
everything 
is. I enrolled 
in Passages 

because I needed to finish high school to 
support my family. I have been in Passages for a 
three years. It has been an awesome learning 
experience for me. 

 
Looking Back

If I could go back in time, I think I would 
follow myself and see where things started to go 
downhill in my life. I’ve been in a slump where I 
just can’t seem to be happy even though there is 
nothing wrong. I can’t motivate myself. If there 
was anything I would do or say to my past-self it 

would be to help me become motivated and to 
help myself get  through what made me feel so 
empty. 

If I could interview anyone from history, I 
would interview myself past-self, because then 
all the memories I had could be informed  all 
over again. I would ask myself who my first best 
friend was, who my first kiss was, who was my 
first enemy was, and how old I was when I did 
these things. I would ask these questions just to 
see if they are the same as what I remember 
today or if I am being re-informed by my former 
self.

* * *

Isaac J. Collins, Jr. 
Robbinston 

I really enjoyed my time in Passages. Hav-
ing  a child while I was young, I never thought 
I’d get the education I needed. Passages made 
it possible for not only me, but a lot of young 
parents. I will forever be thankful for  
the opportunity Passages has given me. 
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Chloe Edwards 
Waldoboro 

My time in Passages has been a blessing. If it 
wasn’t for Passages I don’t know if I would even 
have graduated. The one-on-one teaching is 
what I needed and it helped greatly. 

The amount of support from teachers and 
the staff is outstanding. My teacher was 
amazing. Without her I don't know where I 
would be. I really loved Passages because not 
only did I have a good time, but I actually 
learned things that I would need to use in real 
life. Stuff like budgeting and parenting. 

I do have to admit, that it wasn't all easy and 
some things were a struggle. Having a support 
team at school helps you push through and get 
through all the things that you need to get 
through to complete the core skills. Balancing 
work, school, and being a parent wasn't all that 
easy either, and being able to bring my child to 
school with me was a great help. Something that 
Passages helps you with is balancing all the 
stressful things in life and help you put things in 
order. 

One thing to always remember is to never 
give up on what you have your mind set on 
doing, because things will get easier and life 
does move on. I would recommend Passages to  

any young parent that can’t handle going to 
public school anymore. This is an amazing 
program and I think that it should go on for a 
long time. 

To Alanah, 
You came into my life a little early and you have 
changed my life, but if it wasn't for you I don't 
know where I would be 
or what I would be 
doing today. You are 
my rock and you are 
what pushes me 
through each day. You 
pushed me to finish 
school, get certified as a 
CNA, and try my 
hardest to be the best 
mom that I can possibly 
be. You may only be 
two years old, but you 
have made a huge 
impact on my life. You 
are absolutely beautiful, smart, caring, and 
sometimes you like to push my buttons, but I 
wouldn't change you for the world. 

I hope that one day you read this and you just 
smile. I thank you for everything that has been a 
blessing in my life and I’m so proud to call 
myself your mom. I will never give up on you 
and I will never stop loving you. Thank you for 
being my little peanut! 

Love always, 
Mom
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“Love recognizes no barriers. It jumps hurdles, 
leaps fences, penetrates walls to arrive at its 

destination full of hope.”

Maya Angelou



Daneishalys Fontanez 
Machias 

The Passages Program is a great program. 
The teachers are very helpful.          

I had many challenges to face. I had to pass 
my driver’s permit test. That was one of the 
biggest ones. The hardest challenge for me was 
my final Passage project which was to create 
and publish a chapbook. A chapbook is a small, 
paperback booklet, typically containing poems 
or fiction. I published my first book titled, 
Emotional Ride. It contained twenty-five of my 
poems, personal drawings, and pictures. 

I first got into the Passages Program back in 
2015 when I was just 
seventeen years old. 
 Then I decided to 
leave Maine and go 
back to my city of 
brotherly love, 
Philadelphia.  In 
September of 2017 I 
came back to Maine. I 
came back to complete 
school, obtain my high 
school diploma, and 
give my kids a better 

life. I’m now twenty years old, with four 
children and I couldn’t be happier to finally say, 
“I did it!”

Heather Geisinger 
Portland 

When I first heard about 
Passages, I thought it was 
too good to be true. 
Everything about it 
sounded perfect to me. It 
would be in my home,  I 
could work at my own 
convenience, it involved 
my daughter and it was 
free! I learned about this 
school through the WIC 
program when I was 
pregnant with Izabela. 

Throughout my pregnancy I 
was very active in Passages, very determined, 
and was always on the computer working to get 
all my schoolwork done. But the last two years 
of school were hard for me, due to so many 
things going on in my life.       

I was homeless in a shelter with my daughter 
when I got a full-time job at Maine Medical 
Center and then I lost it and I lost my 
apartment, moved in with my parents, and then 
moved out of my parents’ home. I’d been back 
and forth, in between jobs, and things were up 
and down a lot. Graduating and getting my 
diploma has always been so important to me. 
It’s just been difficult because of all these 
obstacles. 

I know graduating will make my parents so 
proud. Growing up, my parents always told me 
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how important it was for me to graduate and I 
never thought that I wouldn’t graduate with my 
class. I never thought I would leave high school 
without getting my diploma. 

Overall, this has been a great experience for 
me. It’s given me the opportunity to make a 
better life for my daughter and me.  When 
Izabela gets old enough to really understand all 
of this, I hope she is proud of me for sticking 
with it and I hope it makes her realize that, no 
matter what, you can always do what you set 
your mind to. I’ve had so many obstacles thrown 
at me and somehow I’m still managing to finish 
all this work and graduate! I hope this gives her 
something to look up to. 

After I graduate, I plan to go to school to 
further my education. I’m leaning toward the 
medical field. Maybe I’ll start as a CNA. 
Passages definitely helped me get to where I 
want to be. I probably would have never gotten 
my diploma if I didn’t find this program and 
without my diploma I wouldn’t have been able 
to further my education like I plan to.

* * *

Harley L. Kirk 
Belfast 

I was sixteen when I found out that I was 
pregnant. It was a big thing for me because not 

only did I have 
a miscarriage a 
year before, but 
I wasn't in the 
best place in 
life to have a 
baby.  
When I found 
out I was 
pregnant, I was 
living with my 
grandmother 

then I moved to my dad’s to have a fresh start 
with Gage and I started school in Guilford. I was 
only there a couple of months before I moved 
back to my grandmother’s and dropped out.  

Soon after, I found out about the Passages 
Program through my case manager and the WIC 
program. I have to say that  filling out the 
application was by far one of the best decisions 
I’ve made in my life. If it wasn't for the Passages 
Program I might have never graduated school. I 
can not express how thankful I am to get this 
experience with my kiddos and to graduate from 
such a great school.  

When Giselle was four months old, we 
moved into our apartment in Belfast. It was our 
first apartment to start our family.  In that time, 
I started school and got my life on the right 
track. We will have lived here for two years in 
September.  

In May 2017, I found out I was pregnant 
again. I continued my education with Passages 
and will be graduating in June of 2018. I have to 
say I have had the best experience in Passages. I 
loved coming to all the workshops. I loved doing 
the Lullaby Project and all the other wonderful 
things you do with the Program. My kids 
absolutely loved it. I met some wonderful 
people; teachers, students and staff - they are all 
amazing! I want to put out a huge thank you to 
all the teachers for giving me this chance. It was 
a true blessing for my family. Now I can further  
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